Deanio X

Artist Bio

Deanio X (b. 1989) graduated from the University of Kent with a degree in American Studies
(History & Literature). He has since sought to create visual narratives built from research,
observational drawing and imagination to stretch conceptualizations of popular history.
Interested in redefining tales that surround the contemporary experience of Africans in
Europe and beyond, Deanio X accepted a scholarship to the Royal Drawing School in 2018
to build on his self-developed practice and further explore the transformative potential of
visual art. After graduating in 2019, he has since undertaken commissions and work from the
Royal Drawing School, the Royal Museum Greenwich and London South Bank University. In
2022 he was awarded the Hanover Grange Jamaica Residency by the Royal Drawing
School. In 2023, Deanio X was one of ten artists commissioned by His Majesty The King to
create portraits of pioneering members of the Windrush Generation. The project, which
marked the 75th anniversary of the arrival of HMT Empire Windrush, was featured in the
BBC documentary ‘Windrush: Portraits of a Generation’. The works will be exhibited at the
National Portrait Gallery in October 2023.

Exhibition History
Solo Exhibitions

2023 Symphony of Storms, Marlborough Gallery, London, UK.
The Heart of War, Palo Gallery, New York City, NY.
2022 CHRYSALIS, Marlborough Gallery, London, UK.
2021 Tempered Carbon, The Royal Drawing School, London, UK.
2018 Deanio X: Leaving The Womb, Something Gallery, London, UK.

Group Exhibitions
2024 Whose Muse?, Palo Gallery, New York, NY.
2023 Portraits of a Generation, National Portrait Gallery, London, UK.
Maison Palo, Palo Gallery, New York City, NY.
Face To Face: A Celebration of Portraiture, Marlborough Gallery, London, UK.
2022 Real Wild, Palo Gallery, New York City, NY.
2021 Stories From The ‘Roads’ of Empire, Borough Road Gallery, London, UK.
Being Human, Southbank Gallery, London, UK.

Public Installations

2022 The Blkbox, Mural at Shangri La, Glastonbury Festival, UK.
2021 Bearers of Home, Museum of Home, London, UK.
2020 Bloom!, Mural, New Covent Garden Market, London, UK.

Banner Takeover, National Maritime Museum, London, UK.



Awards
2021 The Sir Denis Mahon Prize

Residencies and Fellowships

2022 Hanover Grange, Royal Drawing School, Hanover, Jamaica
2020 Relay, hARTslane Gallery, London, UK
Royal Museums Greenwich, UK






